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Your 8th Grade Project 
The Class of 2023 

 
During your 8th Grade Year you will be working on a graduation research project. Please 
start thinking now about the research project you will be presenting at the end of the 
school year. Use this document to help you organize your thoughts. 
 

PURPOSE:  The purpose of the project is for you to  

1. acquire new and useful knowledge; 
2. create something interesting and educational; 
3. practice your research skills; 
4. establish a working relationship with a mentor; 
5. practice meeting long-term deadlines; 
6. be responsible for finding and organizing materials you need; 
7. deliver a poised, confident, informative presentation to an audience. 

 
 

REQUIREMENTS:  Your final presentation will have four components: 
 

1. model, prototype, exhibit or demonstration - something created by your own 
hands; 

2. research paper with bibliography, 1200 to 1500 words long; 
3. oral presentation (10 minutes) to family members and other grades’ classes 
4. 3-part display board illustrating and documenting aspects of your project. 

 
 

CHOOSING A TOPIC:  The topic of your project should be 
 

1. something in which you’re interested, or about which you’re curious - not 
something you already know a lot about; 

2. something you’d enjoy developing into a project and presentation; 
3. something that could be useful to the world in solving a problem or meeting a 

need. 
 

SOME POTENTIAL TOPIC AREAS: 
 
Sciences: Astronomy, biology, marine biology, chemistry, botany, nutrition, medicine, 
mathematics, geology, geography, mineralogy, physiology, forestry, archeology, physics, 
mechanics, environmental science, electronics, psychology, zoology, veterinary science, 
etc…bird-watching and identification 
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Community Service Projects in our area: how to create one or get others involved in 
supporting one….  
 
Literary and Academic Arts: Teaching, writing, children’s literature, journalism, 
drama, cooking, history, philosophy, foreign languages, etc… 
 
Performing and Movement Arts: Drama, dance, eurythmy, singing, music 
performance, music composition, circus arts, public speaking, storytelling, puppetry, 
etc… 
 
Gardening and Farming: landscape architecture, plant species identification maps, 
invasive species identification and prevention, growing a home garden, aquaponics, 
container gardening…. 
 
Visual Arts and Crafts: Painting, drawing, sculpting, pottery, woodwork, glassmaking, 
jewelry, textiles, needlecraft, clothing design, model-building of boats, planes, cars 
(modern or historical), bookbinding, shoemaking, metallurgy, candle-making, 
leatherwork, interior design, architecture, mosaics, tie-dye, printing, origami, kite-
making, papermaking, photography, stage design, carpentry, calligraphy, etc… 
 
Athletics and Sports: Fencing, archery, martial arts, parcour, equestrian arts, 
gymnastics, falconry, swimming, scuba-diving, bicycling, boating, fishing, track and 
field, kickboxing, team sports, health and fitness, etc… 

 
CHOOSING A MENTOR:  Your mentor will be an adult (but not a close family 

member) who is a specialist or expert in a subject you’d like to discover.  The mentor 
may be somebody you already know, with whom you have a good relationship; or 
s/he may be somebody you find and contact after having decided on a topic for your 
project.  Your parents must approve your choice and be able to provide transportation 
and cover expenses. Your mentor may live anywhere and does not have to be on 
Long Island. You must document your conversations, amount of time and be prepared 
to say what you have learned. 

 
TIMETABLE :  
 
By Sept. 5, 2018 - Discuss with your parent(s)/guardian and narrow your choice down to 

a few topic choices.   
For each choice, be prepared to answer the following questions: 

- What would be the purpose or goal of the project? 
- Who could mentor me? 
- Would I need any additional help?  Who could provide it? 
- What materials would I need to buy, and about how much would they 

cost? 
- What might be the challenges or difficulties of this project? 

 
By Oct. 9, 2018 – Decide on your project and your mentor with your parents’ approval.   
Hand in a written outline, containing: 
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- brief description of the project and its goals (at least one paragraph of at least 
three sentences): Are you making or constructing something, learning 
something, writing something? 

- name of mentor  
- list of materials required, and their cost; 
- outline of steps needed to complete the project; 
- timeline or schedule (set by you with your family’s approval) for completing the 

project. 
 

By December 3, 2018– Be prepared to present an oral progress report on what you have 
achieved so far, work with your mentor, materials purchased and their cost, any 
challenges, etc. 

 
By January 16, 2019 – Be prepared to present an oral progress report on what you have 

achieved so far, work with your mentor, materials purchased and their cost, any 
challenges, etc. 

 
By the end of March, 2019 - Hand in a FIRST DRAFT of your research paper, complete 
with BIBLIOGRAPHY. Be prepared to present an oral progress report. 
 
By the end of April, 2019 – Hand in your completed Research Paper complete with 
Bibliography 
 
By June 7, 2019- Your layout for your DISPLAY BOARD is underway. Be prepared to 
present an oral progress report. 
 
By June 12, 2019 - NOTES are ready for your oral presentation. These should be on index 
cards so that you can refer to them during your presentation. YOUR HANDS-ON WORK 
IS COMPLETE.  
 
By June 13, 2019- Your DISPLAY BOARD is complete. PRESENTATIONS to the 
community. DAYTIME PRESENTATION for grade school students. 
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Oral Progress Report for Graduation Project 
 
 

A. TITLE and GOAL of YOUR PROJECT.   WHY DID YOU WANT TO DO THIS 
PROJECT? 
 
B. WORK WITH MENTOR 

• How has this been? 
• Have you been meeting enough? 
• Have you discussed your research paper with them in order to narrow down your 

topic? 
• Positive/ challenging aspects of your work with your mentor 

C. YOUR PROJECT 
• How it started and how it has progressed. You must DOCUMENT YOUR 

WORK with images or artwork. 
• How will you present your project to the audience? Have you begun your three-

part display board? 
• Any challenges in finishing up? 
RESEARCH PAPER- describe what you have done so far, include the history of your 
topic and bibliography?  


