
 
August 2021 
 
Dear Third Grade Parents & Guardians, 
 
I truly hope that you and your family have been enjoying a healthy, peaceful, and happy 
summer thus far. I have enjoyed time with my family, and I am looking forward to beginning 
our third-grade year together! I hope you enjoy the next few weeks of summer before school 
begins and spend as much time outdoors as possible to make the most of these warm summer 
days. 
 
The third-grade year is a pivotal year of transformation and change for the children. The 
children will become ready to work and learn in exciting new ways. Their bodies and minds are 
ready to become more conscious of who they are as individuals. They are also ready to stand 
strongly and firmly on the earth and to approach the world as emerging individuals. Throughout 
third grade, the children will experience the world through stories from the Hebrew Culture. 
These stories capture the journey of humanity from paradise to the earth. As the children 
reflect on and capture these stories in their own writing, they will develop their abilities in 
grammar, punctuation, capitalization, parts of speech, and spelling. The children will also hear 
the stories of the Native Americans and learn how they lived. They will learn the expanded 
meaning of a shelter, how animals make shelters for themselves, and how the first human 
beings used resourcefulness and creativity in finding food, making clothing, and building 
shelters for themselves. The children’s work with gardening, house building, using new tools, 
and learning time and measurement will give them new and practical ways to further develop 
their growing capacities and skills. The children will learn about units connected to linear 
measurement and measuring liquid and dried goods and learn to use scales to measure weight 
and volume. The children’s capacities to estimate and calculate using mental math will continue 
to develop as well, by solving written and spoken word problems and by using measuring tools. 
Math skills in estimation, numbers sense, and pattern recognition will be built by solving 
equations connected to measurement. The children will learn about money, and practice 
exchanging money, in order to integrate their new knowledge in real life scenarios. 
 
First Day of School/ Opening Assembly/ Rose Ceremony: 
The school year for the third grade begins on September 9, 2021. We will have our Opening 
Assembly at 10:00 AM, outside in a tent on the field behind the playground. Parents will be 
welcome to join this Opening Assembly where the school welcomes new teachers, where each 
teacher shares a wish for the year with their class, and where the Rose Ceremony is held, which 
honors the incoming first grade class. 



 
Our first day begins at 8:00 AM and the students will be dismissed at 12:00 PM. The children 
should come to school in assembly dress for the first day of school (please refer to the Parent 
Handbook for specifics on assembly dress). The children should also bring in a snack for the first 
day of school. After the first day of school, dismissal will be at 3:20 PM on regular school days, 
and the children should bring in a snack and lunch on regular school days. Healthy options for 
snack and lunch are strongly encouraged, so that the children can enjoy nutritious food. Your 
child’s packed lunch and snacks should ideally contain a balanced offering of proteins, fruits, 
vegetables, and whole grains, free of candy or other high-sugar sweets or drinks. Warm 
thermos snacks are always a cozy addition, especially as we move into cooler weather. Also, a 
water bottle can be brought in filled with cold water. If your child has any new food allergies or 
dietary restrictions of which I should be aware, please do reach out and let me know. 
 
Arrival/Dismissal/Afternoon Care Program: 
Main lesson begins promptly at 8:00 AM each day. Please plan to have your child arrive at 
school between 7:45 AM and 7:55 AM to allow plenty of time to be ready for lessons to begin 
at 8:00 AM. Grade 1-3 students will be able to participate in supervised outdoor play until 
7:55 AM, before main lesson begins. 
 
Dismissal takes place each day at 3:20 PM. All students will be walked outside no later than 
3:20 PM to meet their bus or ride. Students going to Afternoon Care will be taken to the library 
after dismissal is complete. 
 
Our Afternoon Care Program runs from 3:30 PM to 6:00 PM. Students must be pre-registered. 
Students not picked up by 3:30 PM, will be taken to After Care and there will be a charge. This 
year, Afternoon Care is offered on all Assembly days until 6:00 PM except the Closing Assembly 
in June. Please pre-register as these days may fill up quickly. 
 
School Attire: Dress Code: 
There is no school uniform. Families are free to dress their children as they see fit, dressed in 
clothing that is clean and well cared for, without holes. This helps instill students’ respect for 
themselves and others. It is asked that students arrive at school in clothes that are free from 
large commercial logos and any characters, so that the student’s own being can shine, without 
the distractions and commercial consciousness that logos bring into the classroom. In addition, 
we ask that clothing be free of slogans or graphics. Please note that torsos and undergarments 
are to remain completely covered. Hats may be worn outdoors only. Flipflops can’t be worn of 
any kind. All movement classes require shoes that are closed-toed. 
 
For All-School assemblies, business professional or semi-formal attire is required, and shoes 
that aren’t sneakers. 
 
 
School Supplies: 
On the second day of school, the children should bring in the following materials: 

- A ceramic or metal cup for water. Please do not send water bottles. 



- A change of clothes (including extra socks, undergarments, pants, and a shirt)- all items 
need to be labeled with your child’s first and last name 

- A shoebox to store the above items in their cubby (same size as last year, and last year’s 
box can be used again) 

- A pair of indoor shoes for movement that have laces (those will stay at school and not 
be worn outside) 

- A painting smock or apron (an old t-shirt without any images or logos is a great option) 
- A set of rain pants, rain jacket, and rain boots (all labeled as well) 
- Lunch in a labeled lunch box (without any media images or logos) 
- A placemat made of cloth, like a large linen napkin that can be folded easily and brought 

to and from school inside of your child’s lunchbox. 
 

First Parent Evening Date: 
We will have our first parent meeting on Tuesday, October 5, 2021, at 7:00 PM- 8:15 PM. I will 
send you an email two weeks ahead of our meeting as a reminder. This meeting will be an 
introduction to the third-grade year and highlight important events throughout the year. 
 
Third Grade Blocks: September 2021- June 2022 
Sep.9 - Oct.8: Language Arts: Hebrew Culture 1 
Oct.11 - Nov.5: Mathematics: Time and Linear Measurement 
Nov.8- Dec.3: Language Arts: Hebrew Culture 2 
Dec.6- Dec.19: Living on the Earth: Indigenous Stories 
Jan.3 -Jan.21: Living on the Earth (continued) 
Jan.24-Feb.18: Language Arts: Hebrew Culture 3 
Feb.21- Mar.18: Mathematics: Liquid and Dry Measurement: Weight and Volume 
Mar.21-Apr.15: Language Arts: Shelters: Indigenous Stories 
Apr.18- May 13: Mathematics: Long Division and Money 
May 16- June 10: Fibers/ Grains: Indigenous Stories 
 
Weekly Schedule: September 2021- June 2022 
Monday: Main Lesson, Snack recess, Spanish, Movement, Lunch, Painting 
Tuesday: Main Lesson, Snack recess, Handwork, German, Lunch, Music, Reading 
Wednesday: Main Lesson, Snack recess, Movement, Spanish, Lunch, Gardening, Language Arts 
Thursday: Main Lesson, Snack recess, Handwork, German, Lunch, SEL, Artistic 
Friday: Main Lesson, Snack recess, Gardening, Music, Lunch, Form Drawing, Artistic 
I hope you have had a wonderful summer so far, and I look forward to seeing you and the 
children in a few short weeks. I have missed you, and I am eager to reconnect! 
 
Warmly, 
 
Isabelle Gliksman 
Third Grade Class Teacher 
Waldorf School of Garden City 
gliksmani@waldorfgarden.org  
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