
 
August 2021 

 

Dear Fourth Grade Families, 

 

I hope you have been having a wonderful summer. I am truly excited to begin the school year 

with this lovely and lively group of children. I am in the process of doing home visits and zoom 

visits with families now and if you wish you can reach me at hartc@waldorfgarden.org or (516) 

872-1362.  

 

Fourth grade brings many changes-a new hallway, playing in the 4th grade orchestra, and 

homework! Below you will find important information as we begin to prepare for our year 

together. 

 

First School Day (Half Day) 

The first day of school is Thursday, September 9th beginning at 8:00a.m. and ending at 

12:00p.m. We will have Main Lesson, snack/recess, and the Opening Assembly. Please be sure 

to pack a snack for your child. The children are expected to dress up for the assembly. Please 

refer to the Dress Code below.   Families are invited to attend the Opening assembly, which 

starts at 10:00a.m. It will be held outside. Afternoon Care is available until 6:00p.m. if you pre-

register. More information about the Assembly will be forthcoming. 

 

Arrival/Dismissal & the Afternoon Care Program 

Main Lesson begins promptly at 8:00am each day.   Please plan to have your child arrive at 

School between 7:45 and 7:55 to allow plenty of time to be ready for lessons to begin at 

8:00am.  Grade 1-3 students in grades 1-3 will participate in supervised outdoor play until 

7:55.   Grades 4-8 students will remain in the MS Hallway with supervision until 7:55.   

Dismissal takes place each day at 3:20. All students will be walked outside no later than 3:20 to 

meet their bus or ride.  Students going to Afternoon Care will be taken to the library after 

dismissal is complete.   

Our Afternoon Care Program runs from 3:30 to 6:00pm.  Students must be pre-

registered.  Students not picked up by 3:30 will be taken to Afternoon Care and you will be 

charged accordingly.   
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This year, Afternoon Care is offered on all Assembly days until 6:00pm except for the Closing 

Assembly in June.   We expect these afternoons to fill up quickly so be sure to pre-register.   

Dress Code 

There is no school uniform. Families are free to dress their students as they see fit, provided they 

send their students to school bathed and dressed in clothing that is clean and well-cared for, 

without holes. This helps instill a student’s respect for self and others. It is asked that students 

arrive at school in clothes that are free of large commercial logos and any characters so that the 

student’s own being can shine, without the distractions and commercial consciousness such 

logos and characters are so apt to bring into the classroom. Small logo identification marks are 

acceptable.  In addition, we ask that clothing be free of offensive slogans or graphics. Please note 

that torsos and undergarments are to remain completely covered.  Hats may be worn 

outside.  Shoes should be practical and safe for all school activities, indoor and outdoor.  (No 

flipflops of any kind.  Woodworking and Physical Education classes requires close-toes shoes.)  

  

For All-School assemblies, business professional or semi-formal attire is required, and all the 

above-stated guidelines apply. 

 

Supplies 

Please keep in mind that all clothing and school supplies should be simple (no media images), 

sturdy, and labeled with your child's name. Your child will need: 

▪ Ceramic or metal mug for water. Please do not send water bottles  

▪ A change of clothes labeled with your child's name. 

▪ A set of rain pants, jacket, and boots. 

 

Lunch and Snacks 

Information about our Cafeteria Lunch Program will be sent out shortly. If you pack a lunch for 

your child, please make sure to avoid processed convenience foods and sugary sweets, and that 

their lunchbox has their name on it.  

 

Parent Evenings 

Our first Parent Evening is scheduled for Tuesday, September 14th, from 7:00p.m.-8:30p.m. 

in the 4th grade classroom. A zoom option will be available. We will preview the 4th grade year. 

Please mark your calendars now. 

 

Main Lesson Blocks 

Our year begins with a study of our home surroundings and the geology, geography, and history 

of Long Island. We next take up zoology, always a favorite block for the children, followed by a 

math block. After the Thanksgiving brake we will dive into the wild and wooly Norse myths. 

When school resumes in January there will the fractions block and then another block of Norse 

myths/language arts. In the later part of February into March we will take up fractions again and 

then return to language arts and our class play. Finally, after Spring Break, we end as we began 



with a zoology block and our animal reports, and lastly, a further look at Long Island and New 

York State. 

 

Thank you for your trust, kindness, and support as we partner in your child's education. I look 

forward to an exciting 4th grade year! 

 

Warmly, 

Mrs. Hart 

hartc@waldorfgarden.org  
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