
Greetings 5th Grade Families, 

I hope you are all enjoying a relaxing and fun filled summer. I am delighted to be your child’s 

teacher at the Waldorf School of Garden City. I look forward to getting to know your child and to 

becoming a partner with you in your child’s education. School years go by all too quickly and I 

want to make sure my contribution will last a lifetime. 

My goals for the year begin with making each child feel at home in the classroom by creating a 

safe and joyful learning environment. I am excited and honored to teach a class of unique 

individuals, each with his or her own learning style, interests, history, hopes, and dreams. May 

the path we shape together be filled with discovery, wonder, warm collaboration, and 

community. 

Below you will find some information on a few topics that may be helpful as you prepare for the 

first days and weeks of school. 

Supplies 

Please keep in mind that all school supplies should be simple (no media images), sturdy, and 

labeled with your child's name. 

• Ceramic or metal mug for water.  Please do not send water bottles.

• Rain Gear (boots, rain pants and a rain jacket with hood) so that we may all enjoyably

learn and play outdoors in all weather.

• 2 marble composition notebooks

• flat cloth pencil case

• 1-accordion style folder

• 1 box of Ticonderoga pencils

• an eraser

The following items are available in our bookstore and will be delivered to the classroom: 

• Main Lesson Books

• Ruler

• Pencil sharpener

• 1- Greenfield fountain pen

• 1- ink eradicator

• AMS Color Giants Waldorf box 24 count

You will receive information from the Business Office regarding the cost of these items 

Books 

All textbooks and workbooks received from your school district should be brought into school on 

the first day of school. 

School Attire 

Dress Code 



There is no school uniform. Families are free to dress their students as they see fit, provided 

they send their students to school bathed and dressed in clothing that is clean and well-cared 

for, without holes. This helps instill a student’s respect for self and others. It is asked that 

students arrive at school in clothes that are free of large commercial logos and any characters 

so that the student’s own being can shine, without the distractions and commercial 

consciousness such logos and characters are so apt to bring into the classroom. Small logo 

identification marks are acceptable. In addition, we ask that clothing be free of offensive slogans 

or graphics. Please note that torsos and undergarments are to remain completely covered. Hats 

may be worn outside. Shoes should be practical and safe for all school activities, indoor and 

outdoor. (No flip flops of any kind. Woodworking and Physical Education classes requires close-

toed shoes.) 

For all-School assemblies, business professional or semi-formal attire is required, and all the 

above-stated guidelines apply. 

Please note: Smart watches of any kind may not be worn at school. 

Healthy Lunches and Snacks 

Healthy lunches and snacks are essential to sustain young growing bodies and minds. Ideal 

meals should contain a balance offering of protein, fruits, vegetables, and whole grains, free of 

candy or other high-sugar sweets or drinks. Warm thermos snacks are always a cozy addition, 

especially as we move into the cooler weather. 

Lunch will be available in the cafeteria for purchase. You will receive additional information 

regarding this before school opens. 

If your child has any food allergies or dietary restrictions of which I should be aware, please do 

reach out to let me know. 

Parent Meetings 

During the school year we will have several parent evenings. Our first parent meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, September 14th at 7pm. 

Your participation is so essential to the constructive development of our class community! 

These meetings give you the opportunity to peruse your child’s work, get a sense of the social 

and academic life in the classroom, connect with me and other parents. During these times 

together we will address important educational topics related to curriculum, media, subject 

classes, nature-deficit, school events and policies, among others. 

The 5th grade trip to Glen Brook is planned for the week of October 4th. Someone from Glen 

Brook will be joining us at this meeting to answer any questions or concerns. 

Thank you for making an effort to attend. 

Main Lesson Block Rotation & Daily / Weekly Schedule 

The following is a list of the Main Lesson Blocks for this year: 

• Botany

• Ancient Civilizations: India, Persia, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece



• Math (Fractions, Decimals) 

• Freehand Geometry 

• Geography – North America 

Scheduled throughout the week are Gardening, Orchestra, Music, German, Spanish Movement, 

Handwork, Woodwork, Painting and Health & Wellness. 

Once the schedule is finalized, I will send home a copy. 

Arrival/Dismissal & the After Care Program 

Main Lesson begins promptly at 8:00am each day. Please plan to have your child arrive at 

School between 7:45 and 7:55 to allow plenty of time to be ready for lessons to begin at 

8:00am. Grade 1-3 students in grades 1-3 will participate in supervised outdoor play until 7:55. 

Grades 4-8 students will remain in the MS Hallway with supervision until 7:55. 

Dismissal takes place each day at 3:20. All students will be walked outside no later than 3:20 to 

meet their bus or ride. Students going to After Care will be taken to the library after dismissal is 

complete. 

Our After Care Program runs from 3:30 to 6:00pm. Students must be pre-registered. Students 

not picked up by 3:30 will be taken to After Care and you will be charged accordingly. 

This year, After Care is offered on all Assembly days until 3:00pm except the Assembly in 

December. 

First Day of School, Opening Assembly & Rose Ceremony 

Our first day of School is September 9th. As with most Assembly days, this day has a noon 

dismissal with After Care offered for those who have pre-registered. 

New Students 

Join me in welcoming David Chica-Herrera to our 5th Grade Class. David comes to us from Our 

Lady of Hope in Middle Village. He is very excited to begin this new chapter at Waldorf.  

Thank you for your trust, kindness and support as we partner in your child's education, working 

together with love, flexibility, patience, humor, and reverence. I look forward to each new 

beginning and milestone we will share this year! 

 

Sincerely, 

Ericka Conlon, 5th Grade Class Teacher  

 

 


