
 
August 2021 

 

Dear Seventh Grade Families:          

  

Here in the suburbs of New York, it is the height of summer. We experience its fullness and 

kineticism through the feeling of the hot sun, the sound of insects and birds, and the smells of 

wonderful flowers and fruits. For those not from the area, you might be enjoying your first 

experience with our 17-year-old cicadas! Sometimes I'll hear a tree buzzing with what I imagine 

is a swarm, only to look up and be reminded that a single one makes that incredibly loud noise. 

 

Much as the cicadas discover the world anew after a life spent in the dark, our seventh graders 

will shine a light on new areas of knowledge as they turn their attention further out into the 

world. They'll reexamine their perception of the natural world through a block in Chemistry, and 

then experience the art, language, and history of the Renaissance. Seventh grade is also the year 

that Physiology and human development are brought. The students will build on their grounded, 

qualitative foundation of mathematics with more abstract exploration through blocks in 

Geometry and Algebra. This is followed with a Physics block, with a compelling examination at 

the inner workings of the world we see around us. Our study of Asian Geography will venture 

into the cultural and historical realm as well as the physical. And our last block of Wish, 

Wonder, and Surprise will develop our knowledge and experience of creative writing, poetry, 

and short stories. It is also the time of our class play. 

 

And much like our insect friends in the trees, seventh graders will make noise from time to 

time. I'm so grateful for the opportunity to see each and every one of your children take up this 

work, and to guide them along the way. 

 

To help make the start to our school year as smooth as possible, this letter includes some 

important information. Attached to it is the students' daily schedule as well. 

 

Additionally, we welcome two new students to our class this year! I know we will extend our 

warmest greetings to Rin Fashingbauer and Miles Polan and their families. 

  

Supplies  

  

Students should bring back in any supplies and books they brought home at the end of their 

sixth-grade school year. These might include an accordion folder, paint brushes, and musical 

instruments such as recorders and Boomwhackers. They also include the list below: 

• fountain pen 

• ink cartridges 

• ink eradicator pen 



• colored Pilot pens 

• pencil case 

• compass 

• see-through ruler 

• watercolor pencils 

• Dixon Ticonderoga pencils 

• a good sharpener 

• an effective pencil eraser 

• a ceramic or metal cup for water (please do not bring water bottles) 

For any students who need replacement items, and for new students who need these supplies, the 

teacher-recommended versions are available at our bookstore, and I can help facilitate those 

purchases at the start of school. 

School Attire 

 

Please read through The WSGC Dress Code: 

  

There is no school uniform. Families are free to dress their students as they see fit, provided they 

send their students to school bathed and dressed in clothing that is clean and well-cared for, 

without holes. This helps instill a student’s respect for self and others. It is asked that students 

arrive at school in clothes that are free of large commercial logos and any characters so that the 

student’s own being can shine, without the distractions and commercial consciousness such 

logos and characters are so apt to bring into the classroom. Small logo identification marks are 

acceptable.  In addition, we ask that clothing be free of offensive slogans or graphics. Please 

note that torsos and undergarments are to remain completely covered.  Hats may be worn 

outside.  Shoes should be practical and safe for all school activities, indoor and outdoor.  (No 

flip-flops of any kind.  Woodworking, Physical Education, and all laboratory classes 

require closed-toe shoes.)  

   

For All-School assemblies (including the first day of school), business professional or semi-

formal attire is required, and all the above-stated guidelines apply.  

 

On days when physical education takes place, students must wear Waldorf / Camp Glen Brook 

athletic wear. Other athletic wear, without any writing or large logos is also permitted. Students 

will not be changing clothes in the locker rooms. This clothing is not permitted on non-PE days. 

  

Arrival/Dismissal & the After Care Program  

  

Main Lesson begins promptly at 8:00 am each day. Arriving between 7:45 and 7:55 is optimal, 

as it gives ample time for getting ready for their lesson. Students will of course be supervised in 

the MS Hallway until they enter the room at 7:55. 

 

At dismissal, students will be walked outside to meet their bus or ride no later than 3:20. 

Students in Afternoon Care will be walked to the library after dismissal is complete. 

  

Our Afternoon Care Program runs from 3:30 to 6:00 pm. Please note that the Afternoon Care 

Program requires pre-registration. The school does plan and staff the program with care and in 



the best interest of the children. Correspondingly, if a child is not picked up by 3:30, they will be 

taken to join the Afternoon Care Program that day and a charge will be assessed to the family. 

 

Lunches and Snack 

 

As in past years, families who choose to have students bring in their snack and lunch are 

encouraged to include foods that best fuel those growing bodies and minds. Lunch will be 

available for purchase through the cafeteria as well, and those details will be shared by the 

School in the coming weeks. 

   

Important Dates 

  

September 9th: Opening Day and Assembly. School begins at 8:00 am. Please join us for the 

Opening Assembly at 10:00 am. It will be held outside, rain or shine, under a tent. 

 

September 21st, 7:00 pm: Our first Parent Evening. We'll be able to talk about our autumn 

Main Lesson blocks and subject classes in detail and look ahead to the rest of the year. As you all 

know, attending these evenings is one of the best ways to support the students' educational 

journey. 

 

November 8th - 11th: Seventh Grade's class trip to Glen Brook! 

 

  

Thank you for your trust, kindness, and support as we partner in your child's education, working 

together with love, flexibility, patience, humor, and reverence. I look forward to each new 

beginning and milestone we will share this year!   

  

Sincerely,  

 

Mihail Etropolski 

Seventh Grade Class Teacher 

etropolskim@waldorfgarden.org 
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