
 
Dear Fourth Grade Parents, 

 

This is an exciting year for your child because this year they will get the experience of learning an orchestral 

instrument!  This year, all fourth graders will begin learning the violin, and next year, they will have the 

option to switch to a different string instrument.  For those students who already play another instrument, 

they will be able to continue with that instrument.  They can also choose to try violin as a beginner if want 

to gain that experience. 

 

I am looking forward to getting to know your children this school year. Music offers us unique expression 

of human experience that can touch and connect us deeply.  My goal is to guide each student through a 

memorable musical journey.  

 

Practice at home is essential to learning and progressing on any instrument, but the rewards are well worth 

it.  Developing the discipline to build a regular habit of practice is a valuable skill that can be transferred 

to other endeavors.  I will do everything I can to support the kids in creating practice habits including 

building a positive mindset and setting goals.  In addition, I will create short “practice videos” reviewing 

the main points of the group lessons. 

 

Fourth grade students are required to take weekly private lessons, as stated in the handbook, – either at 

School (contact me for a recommendation), or with a teacher of their choice outside of School.   

 

Private lessons are offered after school hours in person or via Zoom. For students wishing to take their 

music lessons at School, I will assign a private teacher during the first full week of school. The assigned 

teacher will then contact parents to set-up a lesson schedule.  Please contact me directly if you require 

special accommodations.  

 

Half-hour lessons cost $40 per session. Parents will be invoiced directly by the private instructor. It is 

important to note that private lesson instructors are not responsible for lessons cancelled without 24-hour 

notice. If your child is sick, please notify your private lesson instructor as soon as possible, as well as the 

school. 

 

The School recognizes that the cost of private lessons can be a financial hardship for some families. A 

brochure and grant application for the Jeanette Resnick Music Lesson Endowment Fund, which 

provides subsidies for students in the 4th through 8th grades, is below.  

 

Learning how to play an instrument has many long-term developmental benefits for a child. I encourage 

you to read the section at the end of this document for more information regarding the benefits of 

instrumental study. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Karen Schooley 

Orchestra Director 

The Waldorf School of Garden City 

schooleyk@waldorfgarden.org 

https://www.waldorfgarden.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/resnick_endowment.pdf


 

Recommended Rental Agents for Stringed Instruments: 

The following stores allow rental payments to accumulate towards the purchase price of an 

instrument in the future. Do not buy an instrument from ebay.com unless it is returnable and has 

been seen by your instrumental teacher. The setup of the instrument is most important and needs 

to be adjusted by a luthier. 

 

1. The Long Island Violin Shop (Charles Rufino) 

    8 Elm Street, Huntington NY 11743-3402 

    Phone: (631) 427-3569, Fax: (631) 223-2269 

    E-mail: info@liviolinshop.com  Charles Rufino: LI Violin Shop 

  

2. Samuel Kolstein and Son (ask for Manny Alvarez) 

    795 Foxhurst Road, Baldwin 11510 

    Manny@Kolstein.com 

     (516) 546-9300 

 

3. Johnson Strings: https://www.johnsonstring.com/rental/ 

Johnson String Instrument  

1029 Chestnut Street  

Newton Upper Falls, MA 02464  

info@johnsonstring.com  

Tel: 617. 964. 0954  

Toll Free: 800. 359. 9351 

 

4. Flushing Violin Shop (Sophie, strings only) 

    Phone: 718-353-6815 

    Email: flushingviolinshop@gmail.com   

    By appointment only 

    135-15 37th Avenue, Suite 3F, Flushing, NY 11354  
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